
Our guest correspondent writes,

‘How to receive more from Holy Mass – Part 22

‘Just a few years ago, a study in the USA

revealed that about 75% percent of Catholics in

the USA believed that the Eucharist is merely a
symbol.

‘That’s really quite shocking. And would it be
much different in the UK?

‘The Church, from its very beginning, has taught

that Jesus is really, truly and substantially present
in the Eucharist.

‘So why is it that so many Catholics seem not to
have taken this to their heart?

‘We are not the first generation to find this to be
a difficult teaching. When Jesus told the people,

“I am the living bread that came down from

heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live

forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give
for the life of the world.” (Jn 6:51) the crowd
reacted with confusion, horror and anger.

“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” (6:52)

‘To his Jewish listeners, especially, the idea of

drinking ANY blood, let alone the blood of a

human, was abhorrent and struck at the heart
of the Law as found in Leviticus.

‘But Jesus’ words became even more earnest:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh

of the Son of Man and drink his blood you have
no life in you.” (John 6:53)

‘St Paul, before his conversion, would have
been scandalised by this idea. Yet he wrote,

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a

participation in the blood of Christ? The bread

that we break, is it not a participation in the
body of Christ?” (1 Cor 10:16)

‘We will come to look at some of reasons why

the Church has taught and continues to teach

the real presence in the Eucharist. But let us

approach the Eucharist not with a sceptical
heart, one that surrenders to doubts; rather with
a heart of faith, of trust in the words of Jesus.‘

St Mary’s church cleaning: Our cleaning team
are doing a ‘deep clean’ in preparation for
Christmas and will prepare our Christmas nativity
scene this Wednesday 18th December at
9.30am. Extra volunteers most welcome!
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Fr Martin writes, RIP

Our prayers are asked for the repose of the soul

of Mary (Marie) Fletcher, who died recently.

May her soul, and the souls of all the faithful

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in

peace. The funeral Mass for Mrs Fletcher will be

celebrated, God willing, All Saints at 12.30pm

this Wednesday, 18th December.

Today is the third Sunday of Advent.

The third Sunday of Advent is also known as
Gaudete Sunday, a day of rejoicing.

The readings encourage us to live in joy, peace,
and readiness for Christ’s coming.

The love and favour that Jesus experiences from
the Father will become the experience of all
who respond in faith to the Gospel.

Opportunities for us all this Advent:
 Advent Solemn Vespers –

The evening prayer of the church –

at All Saints Church Sundays 15th and 22nd

December, 5.00 - 5.30pm.
 Advent Service of Reconciliation,

Sunday 22nd December, 3 - 4pm,

At St Charles Church, Hadfield, SK13 1PQ.

Christmas Mass Times 2024:
Tuesday 24th December: Christmas Eve:
SMC, 5.45pm Carols; 6.00pm Christmas Vigil Mass
Wednesday 25th December, Christmas Day:
ASC, 10.00am Christmas Day Mass

New Year’s Eve celebrations:
On Tuesday 31st December we will look forward
to the new year by celebrating Holy Mass at All
Saints church at 7pm, with the Vigil Mass for the
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God.
After Mass there will be an early evening New
Year’s Eve party, finishing at 9pm.
Everyone is invited to the party, bites and soft
drinks will be provided, please do bring a bottle!

Fr Martin and the Core Leadership Team write,
Enabling Mission Fundraising Appeal – The letter
from Bishop Patrick outlining the above appeal
was read out at our Masses last weekend. There
are copies of the letter at the back of our
churches for anyone who would like one.

Parish Friends will meet again this Wednesday
at 1pm at Wetherspoons, do come along!!
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The Week Ahead(ASC=All Saints Church,SMH=St Mary’s Hall,SMC=St Mary’s Church, SMS = St Mary’s School)

Saturday 14th

6.00pm,

Memorial of St John of the Cross, priest and doctor

ASC Vigil Mass of the Third Sunday of Advent (The People of the Parishes)

Sunday 15th

9.15am,

11.15am,

5.00 – 5.30pm,

Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday

SMC Holy Mass (The Holy Souls)

Fairtrade tea and coffee will be served in the church after this Mass

ASC Holy Mass (Timothy Greenhalgh RIP (Family))

Fairtrade tea and coffee will be served in the church after this Mass

ASC Solemn Vespers for the third Sunday of Advent

Monday 16th

2.00 – 2.45pm,
7.30 – 9.00pm,

Advent Feria
Father Martin will offer Holy Mass today for The Holy Souls
Please pray for today’s meeting of our Diocesan Council of Priests and for today’s
meeting of the Core Leadership Team
ASC All Saints School Nativity Play
ASC New Testament Greek reading group

Tuesday 17th Advent Feria
Father Martin will offer Holy Mass today for The Holy Souls

Wednesday 18th

9.30am,
12.30pm,
1.00 – 2.00pm,
7.00 – 8.00pm,

Advent Feria
SMC Church cleaning for Christmas – all are welcome to come and help
ASC Funeral Mass of Mary (Marie) Fletcher RIP
At The Smithy Fold (Wetherspoon), Glossop, Parish Friends gathering
ASC Holy Hour with Benediction
Please pray for this evening’s meeting of the joint parishes maintenance
committee

Thursday 19th

10.00am,
Advent Feria
SMC Holy Mass (Special Intention (J&CB))

Friday 20th

10.00am,

7.00pm,

Advent Feria
At St Philip Howard school – The school are eager to welcome parishioners to join
them for Holy Mass (The Holy Souls)
SMH Prayer Group

Saturday 21st

9.00 – 9.30am,

6.00pm,

Advent Feria
ASC Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sycamore resumes at St Mary’s hall on Saturday 11th January, 10am – 12noon.
ASC Vigil Mass of the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Gertrude and Robert Russell RIP (BD))

Sunday 22nd

9.15am,

11.15am,

3.00 – 4.00pm,
5.00 – 5.30pm,

Fourth Sunday of Advent
SMC Holy Mass (The People of the Parishes)
Fairtrade tea and coffee will be served in the church after this Mass
ASC Holy Mass (Tony Payne RIP – Christmas Memories (BP))
Fairtrade tea and coffee will be served in the church after this Mass
At St Charles Hadfield, SK13 1PQ, Advent Service of Reconciliation
ASC Solemn Vespers for the Fourth Sunday of Advent

This week’s prayer intentions for Vocations are: Mon: Staff and Seminarians at English College, Valladolid;
Tues: Bishop Patrick McKinney; Weds: Permanent Diaconate; Thurs: Priests in Derbyshire and Staffordshire;
Fri: Staff and Seminarians at Beda, Rome; Sat: Hospital Chaplains; Sun: The Pope.

THE GLOSSOP ROSARY We will continue on Monday 16th December with the Glorious Mysteries.

Please join your fellow parishioners in praying our parish prayer daily – “Heavenly Father, bless and
prosper our efforts to renew the life of our parishes. Help me to discover the part you want me to play,
and give me the courage to trust in the power of the Holy Spirit. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Please remember in your prayers this week: Don and Roseline McLeish who are unwell. Cath
Broadbent (née Walsh) and Doreen Leech who are unwell. Philomena Brennan who asks for prayers
for healing and relief from a long standing problem, and for her husband Martin who is unwell.


