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Sunday 15t December 2019

Advent
We confinue our weekly reflections for advent:

Take time each day to reflect on the week's theme.
If you make fime for inner preparation, carrying out
all the other demands of the season is bound to be
more enjoyable.

Week 3: Mary's Impossible Dream

Imagine how Mary, probably no more than 15 or 16
years old must have felt upon receiving the news
that the impossible was about to take place within
her, that she would give birth to the Saviour. How
could she tell her betrothed, Joseph? What would
her family thinke Who would believe her?

“Do not be afraid, Mary,” the angel says to her.
“Nothing will be impossible with God". We know the
rest of the story. The impossible was indeed made
possible, not only at the birth of Jesus, but in the
many miracles he performed, and most of all at his
Resurrection. If God could accomplish all this,
imagine what God can do in your own life. Advent
is the season for imagining what is possible, for
dreaming new dreams, for hoping beyond hope.

But it is also the season when hope and dreams
can be hard to find, hard to believe. The days draw
short & nights are long. Expenses may loom at a
fime when resources are scarce. Separation, grief,
loneliness, depression are no strangers to the
season. Hope may be in short supply.
We need Mary's inspiring example of courage and
frust in the face of uncertainty more than ever.
Mary can’'t guarantee us a smooth ride, however.
Nor can Mary promise us a season free of anxiety
and worry.
What Mary can offer us is a remarkable and
inspiring example of courage in the face of
adversity, patience in the face of uncertainty, and
hope that the impossible is indeed possible.
Mary stood with her son as he was crucified; she
stood with his fearful followers who huddled after his
death. She knew that the story wasn't over yet...

.. and she was right.
Our story isn't finished, either, no maftter what
challenges or wounds burden us this season. All
things remain possible with God. This is the miracle
of Advent. We can once again dream the
impossible dream and reach the unreachable star.
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Christmas Services:
St Mary’s Church:

Tuesday 24th December:
5.15pm: Readings and Carols

6.00 pm:  Vigil Mass of Christmas
Wednesday 25 December: All Saints Church:
10.30 am: Christmas Day Mass

Thoughts from today’s Gospel Reading:Mt 11: 2 - 11

John baptises Jesus in the Judean wilderness
(chapter 3), having spoken of him to the people as
the one whose way he was preparing.

Jesus returns to Galilee after staying in the wilderness
for forty days and nights (4:1) and settles in
Capernaum (4:13).

John fades from the Gospel story and Jesus and his
ministry become the Good News.

Now, in chapter 11, John reappears. He is in prison
still (we know of the arrest in Matthew 3:12), but is in
contact with his disciples.

He sends them fto ask Jesus who he fruly is and the
answer is a wonderful reference to the prophecies of
Isaiah, including words from today’s first reading.

Jesus’ answer does not fully fit the image that John
had preached of the one who was to come (3:10-
12) - so even the Baptist is asked to have faith in @
Messiah so quietly different from the traditional Old
Testament expectations of a deliverer from all
enemies.

Jesus’ praise for John is beyond family relationship - it
is entirely religious.

John was everything the people could expect in a
prophet, a messenger “preparing the way of the
Lord".

It is the Lord Jesus who speaks.

© Watermead Apostolate

Solemn Vespers — Advent Sung Evening Prayer:

At All Saints Church, épm, each Sunday in Advent.
Join in this beautiful service which includes psalms, a
hymn, a prayer and a blessing.

The sung melodies are easily picked up, and these
are periods of quiet for silent prayer and reflection.

The service is followed by light refreshments.
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Parish events this week

SMC = St Mary Crowned Church AS = All Saints Church SMS = St Mary's School

Sat 14t Dec | 6.00 pm |AS |Ho|y Mass (People of the Parish)

Sun 15t Dec | Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete Sunday - Readings p. 88

9.15am SMC | Holy Mass (Peter Connell RIP)
11.15am AS Holy Mass (Mary Greenhalgh RIP)
6.00 pm AS Vespers — Advent Sung Evening Prayer
Mon 1éth Dec Holy Mass (For the Canonisation of John Bradburn, Murdered Ministering
10.00 am AS
to Lepers)
Tues 17t Dec | 10.00 am SMC | Holy Mass (Graham Family — Christmas Blessing)
2.00 pm AS All Saints School Nativity

Please pray for today’'s Sycamore Course Session

Weds 18t Dec | 10.00 am AS Holy Mass  (Patrick Shanahan RIP)

6.00 pm AS All Saints School Nativity

Thurs 19th Dec | 10.00 am SMS | Holy Mass (Anna & Jim Travis — Christmas Blessing)
Fri 20t Dec | 10.00 am AS Holy Mass (Doreen Leech — Christmas Blessing)
7.45 pm AS Prayer Group
Sat 21t Dec | 10.00 am SMC | Exposition & Sacrament of Reconciliatfion
10.45 am SMC | Benediction
5.15-5.45pm | AS Sacrament of Reconciliation
6.00 pm AS Holy Mass (People of the Parish)
Sun 22nd Dec | Fourth Sunday of Advent - Readings p. 90
9.15am SMC | Holy Mass (Vera Harvey RIP)
11.15am AS Holy Mass  (Timothy David Greenhalgh RIP)
6.00 pm AS Vespers — Advent Sung Evening Prayer
Our offerings last week: Thank you for your generosity. Parish Diary - for the next few months:
Loose Envelopes S/O Total Sundays Vespers — Advent Sung Evening Prayer,
All Saints | £57.19 £154.00 | £129.00 | £340.19 during épm, at AS Church
StMary's | £149.40 | £15470 | £225.00 | £532.10 Advent

Bare Necessities Food Bank - Helping High Peak
families in crisis. Donation boxes will be at the back of
our churches unftil the end of December. The simplest

Many thanks for your support for the Sick & Retired
Priests’ Fund: AS£-; SMC £37.70

Parish Rotas: Weekend of 21st / 22nd December

way to support the foodbank is by adding one or two

Sacristans:  All Saints, épm Barbara W; 11.15am Ann & . . .
Len: StMary's, Liz; items to your regular shopping basket. Donations of
Welcomers: All Saints, spom Margot; 11.15am Susan H; tins, jars, cereals, UHT milk, tea and coffee are all very

welcome. Thank you for your generosity!

St Mary’s, Anna & Jim;

Ministers:  All Saints, 6pm Joan H & Eileen;

11.15am Monica & David; St Mary’s, Aidan, Steve, Joan R;
Readers: All Saints, 6pm, Cath McM, 11.15am Peter G;
St Mary’s, David B, Margaret, Liz;

Bidding Prayers: JimT (following week — Wynne)
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and Nevers by Coach, June 13th - 20 2020 (Pick up in Nottingham, Derby and Leicester)

The cost is £595 per person. This price includes Coach and Ferry travel, overnight stay with Bed and Breakfast at the
Welcome Break hotel in Orleans on the way, full board at the Hotel Ilande in Lourdes, half board at the Kyriad Hotel in
Nevers coming back. In addifion there's an optional excursion fo Gavarnie, a Ski Resort in the Pyrenees. For more
information/booking form contact Fr. John McCay on 0115 9810320

Parish Pilgrimage to Lisieux by Coach March 2nd — 5th 2020 The Pilgrimage will cost £345, beginning with a guided visit
to the Cathedral in Lisieux, then to the Basilica dedicated to St. Therese, to the house where she grew up and to the
Carmel where she lived and died. In addition to this an optional excursion to Hon Fleur.

Please Note: Welcomers, Ministers, Readers and
Bidding Prayers for Christmas Masses will be chosen
and informed by the Parishes’ tfeam leaders.

For more informo’rion/booking form please contact Fr. John McCay on 0115 9810320.
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