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Fr Martin writes, 

Can we open our churches for Holy Mass again? 

On Wednesday night, our pastoral council resolved 

to begin the steps necessary to seek permission to 

welcome parishioners to Holy Mass again. 

If we are granted permission, there will be a limited 

number of people admitted to the church, and 

special arrangements will apply to the way Holy 

Mass is celebrated. It will be necessary for people 

to book a place in advance, and we are signing up 

to a system, recommended by Bishop Patrick, 

which will allow people to book online or by phone. 

If we are granted permission, we hope to celebrate 

Holy Mass at 6pm on Saturdays at All Saints, and at 

10.30am on Sundays at St Mary Crowned. 

There will be no toilet facilities available. 

When a church opens for private prayer, each 

steward may decide whether or not to wear a face 

covering. When one opens for Holy Mass, stewards 

are required to wear a face covering. 

If you would like to help out as a steward, please 

visit www.glossopcatholics.org.uk/stewards/ for 

information about what's involved and how to 

volunteer. 

If we succeed in gaining permission to celebrate 

Holy Mass with a congregation, there will be an 

announcement on the parish website as well as in 

this newsletter. 

To search for a local church which has already 

received permission to open for Holy Mass, please 

visit www.massbooking.uk and look in the High Peak 

section. 

Fr Martin continues to celebrate Holy Mass every 

day, in one church or another, behind closed doors. 
 

Fr Martin writes,   Can we have confession again? 
As you may imagine, with scientific advice continuing 

to develop, it's been very difficult for church 

authorities to come up with guidance about 

celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation in a way 

that simultaneously protects the health of the penitent 

and the priest, and maintains a guarantee of secrecy 

by preventing any eavesdropping, and complies with 

safeguarding rules. Early proposals that a confessional 

might be used as long there is a cloth barrier between 

the penitent and the priest has now been changed, 

because of the risk of coronavirus lingering in the 

enclosed space, and a person being infected by 
someone who went to confession up to 72 hours 

earlier. 

Current advice is that the largest church available 

should be used (for the largest volume of air) and the 

 

penitent and priest should stand two metres apart. The 

penitent must make an appointment. If a penitent sits 

or kneels down, the priest should leave while a steward 

sanitises the area ready for the next penitent. 

The penitent must wear a face covering, and the priest 

may wear a clear plastic face screen so a penitent who 

needs to see the priest's lips in order to understand him 

is not disadvantaged. 

You can imagine how, in those conditions, in a silent 

church, it would be easy for someone with good 

hearing to eavesdrop, unintentionally or otherwise. 

One method of complying with the requirements would 

work like this. 

1. A penitent books a confession online or by phone. 

2. At the appointed time, stewards welcome the 

penitent and instruct them about wearing their face 

covering and sanitising their hands. 

3. The penitent goes to where the priest is waiting, and 

they both stand during the sacrament. 

4. The stewards step out of the church while confession 

is heard, and welcome anyone arriving for the next 

confession, telling them to wait until the person 

presently at confession comes out. 

5. When the previous penitent comes out of church, the 

stewards enter with the next penitent, and proceed as 

previously. 

If we are to pull this off, we need stewards who will 

commit themselves to be present for a period of 

confessions, perhaps an hour or two each week. If you 

have already completed the safer recruitment 

procedures as a steward, please email Fr Martin if you 

would like to help out. If you are interested in 

volunteering as a steward, please visit: 

www.glossopcatholics.org.uk/stewards/ for information. 

Fr Martin would hope to celebrate the sacrament of 

reconciliation at St Mary Crowned, on Saturday morning 

one week, and Sunday afternoon the next, turn by turn 

about, depending on which days he is the priest on call 

for the nine parishes. 
It is very important to remember the beautiful advice that 

Pope Francis wrote about making confession without a 

priest.  The Holy Father said, at the very beginning of the 

present crisis, “Many will say to me: ‘Father…I want to 

make my peace with the Lord. I want Him to embrace 

me… How can I do that unless I find a priest?’. Do what the 

catechism says. It’s very clear.   

If you don’t find a priest to go to confession, speak to God. 

He’s your Father. Tell Him the truth: ‘Lord. I did this and this 

and this. Pardon me.’ Ask His forgiveness with all your heart 

with an act of contrition, and promise Him, ‘Afterward I will 

go to confession.’ You will return to God’s grace 

immediately. You yourself can draw near, as the 

catechism teaches us, to God’s forgiveness, without 

having a priest at hand.”  
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Parish Liturgy This Week 
The week ahead:        

Sun   12          Fifteenth Sunday of the Year 
Mon 13           St Henry                                                                      Tue   14      St Camillus de Lellis, Priest 

Wed 15             St Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor              Thu   16      Our Lady of Mount Carmel  

Fri    17           Feria                                                                 Sat   18     Feria 
Sun  19           Sixteenth Sunday of the Year 
 

 

Mass Intentions for the week beginning  Saturday 11th July, Fr Martin will offer Holy Mass this week: 

For the Holy Souls (on Saturday, Wednesday and Friday);  For the people of the parish;  

For Claire Massey RIP (MT);  For a private intention (J&CB);  and For Sam Duggan RIP (PC). 
 

 

Live streaming services for This Weekend: 
 

For Bishop Patrick, go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/bishoppatrickmckinney/community   (NB this is a new link) 

For Nottingham Cathedral at 10 am,   go to:  https://www.churchservices.tv/nottinghamcathedral 

For The Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham at 9.30am,   go to:  https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ 

To connect to these, please visit www.glossopcatholics.org.uk/livestreams and select the church you wish to view. 
 

This Sunday’s Mass Readings are:    Isaiah 55: 10-11;     Psalm 64: 10  -14;     Rom: 8, 18-23;     Mt 13: 1- 23 

A Message from The Briars & Nottingham Diocese Catholic Youth Service: Applications for Team 20-21 are open! 

We are thrilled to say that applications for Team 20-21 remain open!   Based in Derbyshire at our retreat centre 

(The Briars), successful applicants will live together in community for 11 months, working across the Diocese of 

Nottingham with young people in Schools and Parishes and providing Digital Ministry and content via our YouTube 

channel, thus carrying out the mission of NDCYS.   Applicants should be ages 18-25, August 2020 - July 2021 

For more information or for an application pack, please email director@ndcys.com 
 

 

Summer of Hope Campaign   For our sisters and brothers in the Global South, the threat to their livelihoods, in 

addition to their health, is scarcely imaginable. Coronavirus is laying bare the inequalities that exist in our society, 

and for countries with health systems much more fragile than our own, the effects could be devastating. 

The inequalities exposed by coronavirus is a matter of justice. We can do something about this crisis. We can use 

our voices here in the UK to tell our government to take practical, concrete actions to assist developing countries 

in the coronavirus response. 

What does the petition call for and who is it addressed to? 

The petition is addressed to the Prime Minister. It urges him to work with other world leaders to: 

• Make sure that any vaccine developed with UK public money is made available to everyone, regardless of their 

income or where in the world they live. 

• Provide urgent financial and technical support to help developing countries cope with this crisis. 

• Cancel all debt payments by developing countries due in 2020 so that countries can spend money on much 

needed healthcare rather than debt repayments. 

• Put plans in place to rebuild a fairer, more just society after the crisis so that the world’s most vulnerable people 

can live in dignity and to restore our common home for future generations. 

To sign this petition please visit: cafod.org.uk     THANKYOU 
 

Let us join in prayer   (Catherine Gorman/CAFOD) 

God of all, we cry out to you for help.   In your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Protect us, Lord, and be with us especially those of us most vulnerable during this coronavirus crisis. 

Move us to reach out in love to our neighbours near and far.  So that the humble may be exalted, 

the hungry filled with good things. 

Grant us the courage not to rush back to our old ways, but to rebuild our world together, 

creating foundations of justice, with equality and peace for all.  Amen. 


