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Advent

The four weeks of Advent are a time of spiritual

preparation that begins with an awareness of our

own longing and leads us to a deeper openness to

the many gifts God wants to give us. Here we are

offered a reflection on a different spiritual gift for

each week of Advent.

Take time each day to reflect on the week's theme.

If you make time for inner preparation, carrying out

all the other demands of the season is bound to be

more enjoyable.

Week 2: God's Words of Comfort

A voice cries out: In the wilderness prepare the way

of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway

for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and

every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven

ground shall become level, and the rough places a

plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all people shall see it together; for the mouth of

the LORD has spoken. Isaiah 40:1-5

The gift for the second week of Advent is that God

speaks a reassuring word of comfort in the midst of

our discontent and longing. In this quiet season—a

season we tend to fill up with a lot of noise and

frantic activity—make time daily to listen for the

comforting words of God in your life.

Probably the quickest way to begin hearing those

words is to create a daily gratitude list. Set aside

five minutes each morning or evening and take a

few deep breaths. When you are settled, start

jotting down whatever comes to your mind that

you are grateful for. With a heart full of gratitude,

everything else in our lives will change.

We will begin to see, even in the demands of our

Christmas preparations, the real purpose of those

efforts—celebrating the Lord's arrival in our life and

the lives of those we love.
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Solemn Vespers – Advent Sung Evening Prayer:

At All Saints Church, 6pm, each Sunday in Advent.

Join in this beautiful service which includes psalms,

a hymn, a prayer and a blessing.

The sung melodies are easily picked up, and these

are periods of quiet for silent prayer and reflection.

The service is followed by light refreshments.

Thoughts from today’s Gospel Reading:Mt 3: 1 - 12

In this week's Reading our Advent preparation for

Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and

Matthew describes his work and preaching.

John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great

prophets of Israel, preaching repentance and reform

to the people of Israel. In fact, the description of

John found in this reading is reminiscent of the

description of the prophet Elijah.

In this reading, John directs a particularly pointed

call to repentance to the Pharisees and Sadducees,

parties within the Jewish community of the first

century.

John marks the conversion of those who seek him out

with a baptism of repentance. Other groups in this

period are thought to have practiced ritual washings

for similar purposes, and John's baptism may have

been related to the practices of the Essenes, a

Jewish sect of the first century.

John's baptism can be understood as an

anticipation of Christian baptism. In this passage,

John himself alludes to the difference between his

baptism and the one yet to come: “I am baptizing

you with water, for repentance . . . He will baptize

you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”.

In this reading, John makes very clear that his

relationship to the Messiah yet to come (Jesus) is one

of service and subservience: “. . . the one who is

coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy

to carry his sandals”.

In the context of Matthew's Gospel, today's passage

is followed by Jesus' baptism by John, an event that

is attested to in all four of the Gospels and appears

to have been the start of Jesus' public ministry.

John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key

theme of the Advent season. As John's message

prepared the way for Jesus in the first century, we,

too, are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus'

coming. We respond to John's message by our

repentance and reform of our lives. We are also

called to be prophets of Christ, who announce by

our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord.
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Christmas Fayre and Christmas Markets:

Many thanks to all who helped at these events,

especially with the setting up in advance and the

clearing up afterwards!
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Parish events this week
SMC = St Mary Crowned Church AS = All Saints Church SMS = St Mary’s School

Sat 7th Dec 6.00 pm AS Holy Mass (Monica O’Meara RIP)

Sun 8th Dec Second Sunday of Advent - Readings p. 85

9.15 am SMC Holy Mass (Helen Bowler – Birthday Memories RIP)

11.15 am AS Holy Mass (People of the Parish)

6.00 pm AS Vespers – Advent Sung Evening Prayer

Mon 9th Dec Immaculate Conception of Our Lady

10.00 am AS Holy Mass (Ernest Hall RIP)

Tues 10th Dec SS Augustine Webster, Eustace White, and Companions, the Martyrs of Lincolnshire

10.00 am SMC Holy Mass (O’Neill & Ryan Families RIP)

Please pray for today’s Sycamore Course Session

Weds 11th Dec St Damascus 1, Pope

10.00 am AS
Holy Mass (For the Canonisation of John Bradburn, Murdered Ministering
to Lepers)

Please pray today for the clergy of the various churches in Glossop

Thurs 12th Dec Our Lady of Guadalupe

10.00 am SMC Holy Mass (Sylvia & David Divall – Christmas Blessings)

Please pray for today’s Meeting of the Building & Sites Committee

Fri 13th Dec St Lucy, Virgin & Martyr

10.00 am AS Holy Mass (Alice Elizabeth Mitcheson – Baptised in AS 100 years ago)

7.45 pm AS Prayer Group

Sat 14th Dec 11.00 am SMC Advent Reconciliation Service

5.15–5.45pm
6.00 pm

AS
AS

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Holy Mass (People of the Parish)

Sun 15th Dec Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete Sunday - Readings p. 88

9.15 am SMC Holy Mass (Peter Connell RIP)

11.15 am AS Holy Mass (Mary Greenhalgh RIP)

6.00 pm AS Vespers – Advent Sung Evening Prayer

Our offerings last week: Thank you for your generosity.

Loose Envelopes S/O Total

All Saints £100.79 £164.00 £129.00 £393.79

St Mary’s £134.75 £189.00 £225.00 £548.75

Many thanks for your support for the Sick & Retired
Priests’ Fund: AS £23.75; SMC £27.17

Parish Rotas: Weekend of 14th / 15th December

Sacristans: All Saints, 6pm Sue O’C; 11.15am Peter G;
St Mary’s, Chris;
Welcomers: All Saints, 6pm Jackie; 11.15am Sue B;
St Mary’s, Rita & Sylvia;
Ministers: All Saints, 6pm Monica & David;
11.15am Ann & Peter G; St Mary’s, Vernon, Rob & Rita;
Readers: All Saints, 6pm, P Donald, 11.15am Chris M;
St Mary’s, Mark, Sarah & Tony;
Bidding Prayers: Peter G (following week – Jim T)

Bare Necessities Food Bank – Helping High Peak families in crisis. Donation boxes will be at
the back of our churches until the end of December. The simplest way to support the
foodbank is by adding one or two items to your regular shopping basket. Donations of tins,
jars, cereals, UHT milk, tea and coffee are all very welcome. Thank you for your generosity!

Parish Diary - for the next few months:

Dec 14th Service of Reconciliation, 11am, at SMC,
with several priests for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Sundays
during
Advent

Vespers – Advent Sung Evening Prayer,
6pm, at AS Church

HELPING HANDS: Need a lift to the shop or doctor?
Help with shopping, light housework or gardening?
Just a chat? HELPING HANDS is here to help! Either
put a slip in the white box at the back of the church.


